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Opportunity Atlas
• Comprehensive census tract-level atlas of children’s 

outcomes in adulthood

• Children’s income distributions, incarcerations rates, and 
other outcomes in adulthood by parental income, race, and 
gender

• Users can view data for every census tract in America, 
overlay their own data, export data for their own analysis, 
download full datasets, and save images of maps

• Users can also utilize filters to observe a combination of 
characteristics 

• Places with high incarceration, low employment, low 

income by race groups and sex or places with high 

income, high college graduation rates by race groups
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22 Outcomes
By Parental Income, Race, and Sex

13 Neighborhood Characteristics

Household Income Frac in  Top 20 % Based on Individual 
Income

Median Rent 2012-2016

Incarceration Rate Frac in Top 1% Based on Individual Income Job Growth Rate 2004-2013

Teenage Birth Rate % Staying in Same CZ as Adults Median Household Income 2012-2016

Individual Income % Staying in Same Tracts as Adults Median Household Income 1990

Fraction Married Household Income Stayed in CZ Poverty Rate in 2012-2016

Spouses Income Individual Income Stayed in CZ Fraction College Grad. in 2012-2016

Employment Rate Household Income for U.S. Natives Fraction Non-White in 2010

High School Graduation Rate Household Income for Immigrants Foreign-Born Share in 2012-2016

College Graduation Rate Number of Children Frac. Single Parents in 2012-2016

Hours Worked Per Week Population Density 2010

Hourly Wages Density in Jobs in 2013

Fraction in Top 20% Based on HH 
Income

Fraction with Short Commutes 2012-2016

Fraction in Top 1% Based on HH 
Income

2010 Census Response Rate
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Data Sources and Sample Definitions

• Data sources: Census data (2000, 2010, ACS) covering U.S. population 
linked to federal income tax returns from 1989-2015

• Target sample: Children in 1978-83 birth cohorts who were born in 
the U.S. or are authorized immigrants who came to the U.S. in 
childhood

• Analysis sample: 20.5 million children
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Note: Blue = More Upward Mobility, Red = Less Upward Mobility
Source: Chetty, Hendren, Jones, Porter 2018

> $44.8k

$33.7k

< $26.8k

Atlanta 
$26.6k

Washington DC 
$33.9k

San Francisco
Bay Area
$37.2k

Seattle 
$35.2k

Salt Lake City $37.2k
Cleveland 
$29.4k

Los Angeles 
$34.3k

Dubuque
$45.5k

New York City $35.4k

The Geography of Upward Mobility in the United States
Average Household Income for Children with Parents Earning $27,000 (25th percentile)
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Boston $36.8k
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30%

> 50%

Incarceration Rates for Black Men in Los Angeles with Parents Earning < $2,200 (1st percentile)

WATTS, Black Men :
Share Incarcerated
on April 1, 2010
= 44.1% (9.3%)

<1%
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<1%

30%

> 50%

Incarceration Rates for Black Men in Los Angeles with Parents Earning < $2,200 (1st percentile)

WATTS, Black Men :
Share Incarcerated
on April 1, 2010
= 44.1% (9.3%)

COMPTON, Black Men :
Share Incarcerated
on April 1, 2010
= 6.2% (5.0%)
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2.1%

> 8%

Incarceration Rates for Hispanic Men in Los Angeles with Parents Earning < $2,200 (1st percentile)

WATTS, Hispanic Men :
Share Incarcerated
on April 1, 2010
= 4.5% (2.8%)

COMPTON, Hispanic Men :
Share Incarcerated
on April 1, 2010
= 1.4% (0.8%)

<1%
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< 15.5 ($4.9k)

31.4 ($22k)

> 43.7 ($35k)

WATTS, Black Men :
Mean Household Income 
= $7,286 ($2,576)

COMPTON, Black Men :
Mean Household Income 
= $19,141 ($2,149)

Mean Household Income for Black Men in Los Angeles with Parents Earning $27,000 (25th percentile)
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< 23.4 ($14k)

35.2 ($26k)

> 44.6 ($36k)

WATTS, Black Women :
Mean Household Income 
= $19,489 ($1,985)

COMPTON, Black Women :
Mean Household Income 
= $21,509 ($1,850)

Mean Individual Income for Black Women in Los Angeles with Parents Earning $27,000 (25th percentile)



Mean Household Income for Apache County, Arizona
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Mean Household Income for Apache County, Arizona by Tract
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Mean Household Income for American Indians in Apache County, Arizona 
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Mean Household Income for Whites in Apache County, Arizona 
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Mean Household Income for Baltimore City, Maryland 
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Mean Household Income for Whites in Baltimore City, Maryland 
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Mean Household Income for Blacks in Baltimore City, Maryland 
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Incarceration Rates for Blacks in Baltimore City, Maryland 
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Incarceration Rates for Whites in Baltimore City, Maryland 



• Children’s outcomes vary sharply across tracts

• Outcomes vary within counties and tracts for different subgroups

• The Opportunity Atlas allows researchers and policy makers to address these 
differences with greater precision

Summary
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Thank you!

Sonya.Rastogi.Porter@Census.gov



22

Mean Household Income for Orange County, Florida 
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Mean Household Income for Blacks in Orange County, Florida 
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Mean Household Income for Hispanics in Orange County, Florida 



25

Mean Household Income for Whites in Orange County, Florida 


